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Herpetofauna of Hardeman County, Tennessee
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ng to Webb (1973) Hardeman County is in the area
ofinu'gruhﬁonbdwech.s.:phtifemsLeS\mnmd
T. 5. aspar (Agassiz).

Anolis carolinensis carolinensis  Voigt, Carolina
Anule.Rdhhlempmtd!hisliurdmfmmEmry
Sn‘nssinthesombemempanoftheootmty.Nospg-
cimens were taken during this study; however, there is
aqmdmﬁmnﬂndeﬂunaumtyintheUMMZ.

Sceloporus undulatus hyacinthinus (Green), Nortlg-
ern Fence Lizard. Common throughout the county, it
'sﬁeqlmﬂyswnonandnurmadsthmughoutthe
,andatolds-wmﬂlsiwsswcimemmeeok
bdedﬁunbuluthlogsandboudsincoolevening
and ing hours from late spring through early

| !

Ph (Harlan), Texas Homned

rar cor

Lizard. This It is mentioned in the earliest accounts

Scincella laterale (Say), Ground Skink. These rep-
tiles were most often collected near barns, and from
under lcaf litter in forest A gravid female was taken

hi!ﬁveeggs&rhglheﬁistwcckhlulylm,allof
which hatched in late August.

E-mre{fmhu (Linnaeus), Fivelined Skink. A
common lizard of the county, it was often found

Extremely wary lizards, difficult to capture, these ani-
mals were observed in several areas of the county and
were collected from beneath the bark of rotting trees

out the county.

Ophisaurus antenuatus longicaudus McConkey, East-
ﬂ_&-b'GhLinﬂl.Md:ﬁmSmih(l%)
published his Handbook of Lizards, only one species,
O.ventralis, was tecognized from North America. Now
three species of glass lizards are recognized in the
castern United States. Most current sources indicate
O. artemuarus a3 the Teanessee form (Schmidt, 1953;
Coeant 1958, Hubery and Stpka, 1967; Blair, et al,

5. Whitaker, 1968; Cochran and Goin, 1970). A
specimen labeled 0. ventralis in the UMMZ (97435)
&a-l%ium.mmmﬁndandmm‘ ified
= O. anemuatus longicaudus. O. ventralis specimens
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reported from dry locations in Hardeman County
(Gentry, 1956) were unavailable for verification dur.
ing this study and the identification is questioned, Ali
four glass lizards collected during this study were
0. a. longicaudus.

Virginia striatula (Linnaeus), Rouzh Farth Snake.
One specimen was collected from grass 2long a fence'
Tow.

irginia valeriae elegans Kennicoit. Western Earth
Snake. Apparently more numerous in the county than
V. siriatula, specimens were collected in pastures, on
roads, and from under boards. ’

Storeria occipitomaculata occipiromacilain (Storer)
Northern Red-bellied Snake. One specimen was col.
lected from beneath a fallen tree limb in June 1970,
During the last week of August 1970, it gave birth to
three live young.

Storeria dekayi wrightorum Trapido. Midland Brown
Snake. This small snake was most often found in
towns around building foundations, flower beds, and
fence rows.

Natrix sipedon pleuralis Cope, Midland Water Snake.
Mr. M. Parker collected one specimen in the Hatchie
River Bottoms in 1949. N.s. pleuralis was observed in
Cypress Creek during this study.

IYatﬁx erythrogaster flavigaster Conant, Yellow-
!Jdlled ‘Water Snake. This common snake was present
in nearly every lake and large pond. The specimens
collected were taken at night in or near water. Parker
(1947) reported N. e. erythrogaster (Forster), Red-
!Jellied Water Snake from Hardeman County. Accord-
ing to Conant (1958) the northwestern range limit
of N. e. erythrogaster is several hundred kilometers
southeast of Hardeman County.

Natrix rhombifera rhombifera (Hallowell), Diamond-
backed Water Snake. This snake is a common inhabi-
tant of ponds, creeks, lakes, and swampy bottomlands.
Specimens collected were taken at night from water or
from near the water’s edge.

Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis (Linnaeus), Eastern
Garter Snake. Found throughout the county, this snake
was observed and collected from creek culverts, near
ponds, and from cultivated fields.

Thamnophis proximus proximus (Say), Western Rib-
bon Snake. Parker (1948) reported this species from
the county. No specimens were observed during this

Farancia abacura reinwardti Schlegel, Western Mud
Snake. These fossorial snakes were most often found
in cultivated bottomlands during plowing season.

Heterodon platyrhinos platyrhinos Latreille, Eastern
Hognose Snake. This snake occurred throughout the
county; both light and dark color phases were present.

Carphophis amcenus helenae (Kennicott), Midwest
Worm Snake. One of these small fossorial snakes was
collected from bencath a log in a poorly drained,
wooded, bottomland area grazed by cattle.

Diadophis punctatus stictogenys Cope, Mississippi

_—

Coluber consnictor constrictor Linnaeus, Northern
Black Racer. The black racer is a common snake
throughout the county. more abundant in upland areas
than in the lowlands.

Masticophis fagellum  flagellum (Shaw), Eastern
Coachwhip. This reptile was common throughout the
county. A den with four or five individuals was ob-
served in a dry. well-drained. open upland area near
Rogers Springs Lake.

Opheodrys acstivus (Linnacus). Rough Green Snake.
Specimens were common throughout the county and
were observed in areas of roadside bushes and shrubs.

Elaphe obscoleta spiloides Dumeril, Bibron, and
Dumeril, Gray Rat Snake. One of the most common
snakes in the county, it was most abundant in areas
near farm buildings.

Elaphe gurtata guttata (Linnaeus). Corn Snake. The
corn snake, common throughout most of the county,
was found beneath debris, in and near dumps, around
outbuildings and barns, and particularly near corn cribs.

Cemophora coccinea (Blumenbach), Scarlet Snake.
A specimen was collected in May 1965, beneath leaf
litter in mixed hardwoods near Middleton.

Lampropeltis  triangulum  elapsoides (Holbrook).
Scarlet Kingsnake. Apparently rare in the county, the
one specimen obtained was taken near Bolivar several
years ago.

Lampropeltis getulus niger (Yarrow), Black King-
snake X L. g. holbrookii Stejneger, Speckled Kingsnake.
This species was commonly found in grassy fields,
woodlands, and near lakes. Six specimens were col-
lected, three of which appeared to be intergrades:
these exhibited light dots on most of the dorsal scales
and faint traces of a chain pattern over the dorsum.
Two specimens had distinct chain patterns over the dor-
sum and a few light dots on the intervening scales, which
is characteristic of L. g. niger. One specimen lacked any
traces of a chain pattern and exhibited the characteristic
speckled pattern of L. g. hoibrookii.

Tantilla coronata coronata Baird and Girard, South-
eastern Crowned Snake. Two of these secretive snakes
were taken in rolling fields near a stream in Bolivar.
Another specimen was found on a hillside in an area
of mixed pine and hardwoods.

Agkistrodon contortrix contortrix (Linnaeus), South-
emn Copperhead. This ubiquitous snake was common
throughout the county. Specimens were found near
woodpiles, in fields, and in woodlands. Large numbers
of road kills were also observed.

Agkistrodon piscivorus leucostoma (Troost), West-
ern Cottonmouth. These reptiles were most often found
in bottomlands and sloughs of the Hatchie River. De-
cember 24, 1955, was the latest date of the year, on
record, noting activity of the cottonmouth in Harde-
man County; the weather had been unseasonably warm
and the snake was very sluggish.

Sistrurus miliarius streckeri Gloyd, Western Pigmy
Rattlesnake. A single specimen was collected from a
vard near a pine woods.

Crotalus horridus atricaudatus Latreille, Canebrake

Rattlesnake. Although not collected during this study.
there were two reliable accounts of this species from
wooded areas of the county. A female, approximately
1.5 m long, and several 15-cm long young were killed
in July 1957, and a 1.5 m long specimen was killed in
August 1957.

Crotalus adamanteus Beauvois, Eastern Diamond-
back Rattlesnake. One very thin specimen was killed
in November 1963, on a woodpile. This specimen, col-
lected near Bolivar, was far from the recorded range
(Conant, 1958). This record is considered to be based
on an individual transported from its native range.

ADDITIONAL TAXA REPORTED FROM ADJACENT
COUNTIES

Ambystoma talpoideurn (Holbrook), Mole Salaman-
der. Endsley (1954) recorded A. talpoideum from bot-
tomlands in Chester County. Several specimens col-
lected from Benton County, Mississippi, 8 km south
of the Hardeman County line, are in the U. S. National
Museum and in the MSUMZ.

Scaphiopus holbrookii holbrookii (Harlan), Eastern
Spadefoot. Endsley (1954) reported a few of these
fossorial toads from a rain pool in Henderson, Chester
County, approximately 3.2 km from the northeastern
boundary of Hardeman County.

Lampropeltis calligaster calligaster (Harlan), Prairie
Kingsnake. This snake was reported from Madison
County (Parker, 1939), and from Chester County
(Parker, 1947).

Lampropelris  calligaster  1hombomaculata  (Hol-
brook). Mole Snake. This snake was reported from
Chester County by Endsley (1954).

Thamnophis sauritus sauritus (Linnaeus). Eastern
Ribbon Snake. Rossman (1970) listed the species as
apparently rare in much of the interior of the eastern
United States. Fndsley (1954) reported a specimen
from Chester County.
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In Memoriam

WALTER FRANKLIN POND
(1885-1974)
WALTER B. JONES

Alabama Geological Survey
Tuscaloosa, Alabama

Walter F. Pond. former Tennessce State Geologist,
died October 25, 1974. in Hot Springs, Arkansas. He
served as State Geologist from 1927-1945 and in 1934
he was president of the Tennessee Academy of Science.
Fro!'n the beginning, Pond was active in Academy
affairs, presenting a talk on the geology of Reelfoot
Lake during 1927, his first year in Tennessee.

Born in Greenfield, Massachusetts, on June 23, 1885,
Pond had an unusually long and varied career in
Geology. More detailed summaries of his career will
appear in The Proceeding of The Geological Society of
America and in The Bulletin of The American As-
sociation of Petroleum Geologists.




